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W.  T1  Rrattergood,  Printer,  Llangollen  and  Corwen. 


August,  1926. 


LLANGOLLEN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Llangollen  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg-  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  Llangollen  Urban  District,  together  wfth  The 
Vital  Statistics  relating  to  the  district,  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1925.  This  is  the  Survey  Report  referred  to  in 
Circular  648  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  lleaitn,  and  is  prepared 
according  to  the  requirements  of  this  Circular.  Appended  also 
is  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  E.  Lovatt. 

natural  and  social  conditions  of  the  area. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ..  3,107 

Population  Census  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  3,323 

Estimated  Population  (1925)  ...  ...  3,238 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  ...  874 

No.  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921)  Approx.  912 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  <£17,615 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £54 


GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  popularity  of  the  town  as  an  inland  holiday  resort  has 
by  now  been  fully  established,  due  to  charming  natural  environ 
ments,  and  also  to  the  enterprise  of  the  local  Council.  In 
addition  to  the  large  numbers  of  holiday-makers  who  make 
Llangollen  their  centre,  the  town  is  also  visited  by  hundreds  of 
trippers  both  by  rail  and  chars-a-banc.  The  provision  by  the 
Council  of  a park,  the  extent  of  which  is  about  2^  acres,  con- 
sisting of  tennis  courts  and  bowling  green  alongside  of  the  river, 
has  been  a great  boon  to  the  town,  and  is  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  visitors.  Constant  improvements  are  being  made,  reflecting 
credit  upon  a town  which  is  aspiring  to  become  a favourite 


4 


rendezvous  of  holiday-makers  and  day  excursionists  alike. 
Llangollen  is  a market  town  serving  a wide  agricultural  area. 
In  addition  to  agricultural  labour,  the  general  occupations  of  the 
district  are,  (1)  Leather  Tanning  Works,  employing  about  100 
hands ; (2)  Flour  and  Flannel  Mills  (with  about  100  hands 

employed) ; and  (3)  a Laundry  (employing  about  30  female  hands), 
none  of  which  can  be  regarded  as  injurious  to  health.  The 
highest  point  of  the  district  is  situated  about  1,250  O.D.,  while 
the  lowest  point  is  269  O.D. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — Estimated  population  for  the  year  under  review 
as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  was  3,238,  and  all  calcula- 
tions in  this  Report  are  based  upon  these  figures. 

Births. — 59  births  were  registered  as  belonging  to  the  district 
during  the  year,  34  males  and  25  females,  giving  a birth  rate  of 
18.2.*  The  birth  rates  respectively  for  the  County  of  Denbigh  and 
England  and  Wales  were  18.4  and  18.3.  There  wvre  5 illegitimate 
births,  or  8.4  of  the  total  number  of  births. 

Deaths. — 46  deaths  were  recorded  as  belonging  to  the 
district,  23  males  and  23  females,  giving  a death  rate  of  14.2  as 
compared  with  12.4  for  the  County  of  Denbigh,  and  12.2  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of 
age  was  2,  which  is  equivalent  to  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  33.8. 

PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Hospitals. — The  local  Cottage  Hospital  has  accommodation 
for  10  beds  in-patients,  and  is  supported  wholly  by  voluntary 
efforts. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — The  only  Clinic  or  Treat- 
ment Centre  in  the  district  is  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  established  under  the  County  Council  Scheme.  The 
officers  in  attendance  are  Dr.  Arwel  Thomas,  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer,  ana  Nurse  Davies-Williams,  County  Health 
Visitor,  and  the  mothers  who  bring  their  babies  are  very  appreci- 
ative of  the  good  work  that  is  done  at  the  Centre.  Fortnightly 
meetings  are  held,  and  an  average  number  of  20  babies  are  seen. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. 

Dr.  R.  Drinkwater,  Part-time  Medical  Officer. 

Mr  E.  Lovatt,  R.S.L,  Whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector  & Surveyor. 
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Midwives. — There  is  only  one  midwife  in  the  Llangollen 
Urban  area,  and  she  is  in  receipt  of  an  annual  grant  of  £15  under 
the  County  Council  Midwifery  Scheme. 

Legislation  in  Force. — The  following  is  a list  of  Adoptive 
Acts,  Byelaws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  the  district,  and  the 
dates  of  adoption  : — 

ACTS  : Date  of  Adoption. 


1.  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act 

1890 

2.  Public  Health  Act  (Amendment)  Act 

1890 

Parts  I.  II.  III. 

BYELAWS  : 

L Nuisances 

.Dec.  21st, 

1896. 

2.  Cleansing  Pavements  and  Removal  of  Refuse. 

.Oct.  26th, 

1896. 

• >.  Sanitary  Conveniences 

.Aug.  4th, 

1896. 

4.  Offensive  Trades 

.Dec.  21st, 

1896. 

5.  Common  Lodging  Houses 

.Oct.  26th, 

1896. 

0.  Slaughter  Houses 

.Aug.  4th, 

1896. 

7.  Markets  ... 

.Mar  27th, 

1897. 

8.  Building 

..May  4th, 

1931. 

REGULATIONS. 

1.  Sanitary  Conveniences 

.Aug.  4th, 

1896. 

2.  Water  Works 

.Nov.  5th, 

1901. 

3.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

.Nov.  5 th, 

1897. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. — The  Council  are  the  undertakers  for  the 
purchase  of  water  supply,  which  supply  is  derived  from  an  upland 
surface  source  chiefly  from  the  slate ry  shale,  and  although  solt  the 
water  is  not  liable  to  have  a plumho  solvent  action.  The  water 
flows  down  from  the  mountains  to  a small  surface  reservoir  with  a 
capacity  of  350,000  gallons,  and  then  gravitates  to  the  town  some 
2 miles  distance.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  houses  are  sup- 
plied, the  only  ones  not  receiving  a supply  are  situated  above  the 
height  of  the  reservoir.  The  supply  is  constant,  except  in  times 
of  draught.  The  town  is,  however,  slightlv  increasing,  and  the 
Council  are  cognisant  of  the  necessity  of  a larger  storage  and  at 
a higher  altitude,  and  are  preparing  a scheme  for  a new  water 
works.  With  the  exception  of  about  6 stand  pipes,  the  whole  of 
the  houses  have  a supply  directly  laid  on.  There  is  some  slight 
risk  of  contamination,  and  the  Council  propose  to  deal  with  this 
in  their  scheme. 

Closet  Accommodation. — With  the  exception  of  57  privies 
and  7 pails,  the  whole  of  the  houses  are  on  the  water  carriage 
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system.  Most  of  the  privies  are  outside  the  area  of  water  supply  ; 
they  are  cleansed  as  often  of  necessity  to  keep  them  in  as  sanitary 
a condition  as  possible.  As  few  of  these  privies  are  situated  in 
confined  areas,  the  Council  have  not  yet  considered  a scheme  of 
general  conversion. 

Scavenging. — House  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Authority  once 
a week  throughout  the  town,  and  most  houses  are  provided  with 
portable  receptacles,  there  being  25  fixed  ashpits  only.  The 
clean  ashes  are  kept  separate,  and  these  are  disposed  of  on  farm 
lands,  the  combustible  materials  are  burned  in  a small  incinerater, 
and  the  remainder  is  dealt  with  by  open  tipping.  Tin;  average 
distance  of  the  tip  from  the  town  is  about  half  a mile.  Cesspools, 
privies,  etc.,  are  cleansed  by  the  Authority,  and  the  contents  are 
disposed  of  by  ploughing  into  farm  land. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  6 private  slaughter-houses  in 
the  district,  of  which  4 are  registered  and  2 licensed.  One  licence 
was  lost  during  the  year  through  non-user.  All  meat  is  inspected 
at  the  slaughter-houses  before  removal. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  5 bakehouses  in  the  area,  none  of 
which  are  underground;  these  are  visited  frequently  and  kept  in  a 
cleanly  state. 

Cowsheds,  etc. — The  number  of  registered  cowkeepers  is  28. 
No  licences  have  been  issued  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  special 
designations. 

1 have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  DRINKWATER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

During-  the  year  inspections  carried  out  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  some  67  nuisances  existing-.  The  number  of  notices 
served  in  respect  of  same  was  32,  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Informal  Notices  served  on  Owners  ...  23 

,,  ,,  ,,  Occupiers  ...  5 

Statutory  Notices  served  on  Owners  ...  4 

,,  ,,  , , Occupiers  ...  0 


It  will  be  observed  that  of  the  32  notices  28  were  complied 
with  after  intimation  and  without  the  necessity  of  having-  to  report 
to  the  Authority.  It  was  not  found  necessarv  to  take  proceeding's 
in  any  case. 

The  following  are  tabulated  tables  of  work  done  during  the 

vear 

TABLE  1. 


Classification  of  Visits. 

Investigating  Infectious  Diseases 
Re-visits 

First  Visits  in  respect  of  Nuisances  ... 

Re-visits  re  Nuisances 

Visits  for  other  causes 

Visits  in  respect  of  Water  Works. 

Complaints  received 
Appointments 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  (Meat  Regulations) 
Visits  in  respect  of  Drainage  Works... 

TABLE  II. 

Classification  of  Defects. 

Overcrowding  and  Dirty  Premises 

Dilapidated  Structures 

Defective  Drainage 

Stopped  Drains 

Dampness 

Defective  Roofs 

Defective  Spouts 


2 

2 

3 04 
122 
354 
321 
5 

23 

182 

27 


4 

9 

15 


3 


a 
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W.C.  Fittings 

Ashes  Accommodation 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Accumulations 

Other  Outside  Nuisances 


13 

4 

2 

2 


67 

TABLE  III. 

Disinfection. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  means  of  spraying  with 
Formalin  or  by  fumigating  with  Formalin. 

No.  of  Premises  treated  during  year  ...  1) 

Rooms  in  such  Premises  ...  ...  9 


All  Schools  are  disinfected  during  the  holidays. 


TABLE  IV. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 


No.  of  Loads  Removed  ...  76(> 

,,  ,,  Excreta  Removed  02 

,,  Privies  Cleansed  ...  94 

,,  Days  Scavenging  ...  140 

Average  No.  of  Loads  per  Day  ...  5.24 

Cost  per  Day  ...  ...  .£1  12s.  10d. 

,,  Load  ...  ...  6/4|d. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

There  is  the  usual  incidental  work  which  has  been  carried  out 
and  which  it  is  not  possible  to  record. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  ...  11 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  . ..  ...  Nil. 

(ii.)  By  Other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...  ...  8 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses — 

Inspection. 

(1)  Total  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Inspected  for 
Housing  Defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 


9 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  Inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolida- 
ted Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  29 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . ...  ...  N’l. 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 

be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  22 

Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices — 

Number  of  Defective  Dwelling  Houses'  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ....  ...  ...  17 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 
(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 


Notices  were  served  requiring  Repairs  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 


(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  32 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notice  : 


(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 


28 

...  Nil. 
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(c)  Proceeding’s  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  Representations  made  with  a view  to 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  Dwelling 
Houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  3 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil. 

GENERAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

There  is  a certain  amount  of  overcrowding  in  the  district 
consequent  upon  the  shortage  of  houses.  The  Council  have, 
however,  now  let  contracts  for  the  erection  of  15  houses  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1923,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will  effect 
an  improvement  in  the  conditions  of  overcrowding.  There  are 
about  25  insanitary  houses  which  require  either  demolition  or 
reconstruction.  It  is,  however,  not  possible  to  deal  with  these  at 
the  moment,  owing  to  lack  of  alternative  accommodation.  Any 
sanitary  defects  are  dealt  with  as  they  arise.  Householders  are 
asked  to  separate  all  combustible  materials  from  house  refuse, 
and  to  use  sanitary  appliances  in  a proper  manner.  The  general 
standard  of  property  in  the  district  may  be  considered  fairly  good. 

Yours  obediently, 

E.  LOVATT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1 —Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 
including1  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(1) 

f2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

3 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

9 

NIL. 

NIL. 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

Total  

» i 

1 

2 — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

NIL. 


